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SUB J : EDITORIAL COMMENT ON MANSFIELD APPOINTMENT 

REF: TOKYO 4681 

SUMMARY: JAPAN'S EDITORIAL WRITERS HAVE REACTED TO MANSFIELD APPO- 
INTMENT IN TERMS MORE FAVORABLE THAN ANY SEEN HERE, INCLUDING THOSE 
GREETING APPOINTMENT OF REISCHAUER. ALL CITED SENATOR'S PRESTIGE, 
INFLUENCE AND KNOWLEDGE AND TERMED APPOINTMENT UNPRECENDENTED 
SYMBOL OF IMPORTANCE CARTER ADMINISTRATION ATTACHES TO US-JAPAN 
RELATIONSHIP. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ALL MAJOR JAPANESE DAILY NEWSPAPERS GREETED APPOINTMENT OF SEN- 
ATOR MANSFIELD AS AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN WITH HIGHEST PRAISE IN MEMORY. 
CITING SENATOR'S CHARACTER AND EXPERIENCE AS PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR 
ASSIGNMENT, WRITERS NOTED MANSFIELD'S LONG AND DISTINGUISHED SENATE 
CAREER, PRESTIGE AND EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF ASIA AS SUPERB QUALIF- 
ICATIONS FOR TOKYO POST. EDITORIALS STATED THAT NEW AMBASSADOR 
WOULD ENJOY ESPECIALLY CLOSE LINK WITH PRESIDENT AND INTERPRETED 
THIS AS SIGNAL OF NEW AMERICAN RESPECT FOR JAPAN. YOMIURI STATED 
THAT APPOINTMENT, TOGETHER WITH THAT LAST YEAR OF FORMER POLITBURO 
MEMBER DMITRII POLYANSKY AS SOVIET AMBASSADOR MEANT THAT BOTH SUPER- 
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POWERS RECOGNIZED TOKYO AS ' PIVOT" OF EAST ASIAN DIPLOMACY. NIHON 
KEIZAI WORRIED THAT PRESENCE OF HIGH POWERED AMBASSADOR WOULD PRES- 
SURE JAPAN TO PLAY MORE ACTIVE POLITICAL ROLE IN EAST ASIA. 

2. ALL MAJOR DAILIES ANALYZED SENATOR'S 1976 REPORT FOR EVIDENCE 

OF INFLUENCE ON CARTER ADMINISTRATION POLICIES, AND CONCLUDED THAT 
MANSFIELD HAD BEEN A SOURCE OF MANY IMPORTANT IDEAS, INCLUDING UN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT FOR JAPAN, NEED FOR CONSTANT CLOSE CONSULTA- 
TION, PHASED WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM KOREA AND AID TO ASEAN. 

3. EVEN AKABATA, THE COMMUNIST PRESS ORGAN, WAS UNABLE TO FIND ANY- 
THING WRONG WITH APPOINTMENT, MANAGING ONLY MILD WARNING THAT MANS- 
FIELD WOULD TRY TO LULL DEMOCRATIC FORCES IN JAPAN WITH DOVISH STATE- 
MENTS. PERHAPS OUR FAVORITE CRITICISM OF APPOINTMENT CAME FROM VET- 
ERAN FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTER WHO WORRIED ALOUD THAT SENATOR WAS 
"TOO ILLUSTRIOUS" FOR JAPAN AND THAT POLITICIANS AND OFFICIALS 
WOULD BE "SHY IN HIS PRESENCE". 

SHOESMITH 
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